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took her for a goddess. It was to her that I applied for help. And
she proved what good sense she has, acquitting herself in a way
you would not expect in one so young. For young people are
thoughtless as a rule. But she not only gave me plenty of bread
and sparkling wine, but made me bathe in the river and pro-
vided me with the clothes you see. That is the truth of the
matter, though I am too sad at heart to make a story of it.'
Here Alcinous put in a word. 'Sir/ he said to Odysseus, 'in
one respect I do find fault with my girl's judgement. She should
have brought you straight home with her maids. After all, she
was the first person you had applied to for help.'
'My lord,' replied the resourceful Odysseus, 'your daughter
is not to blame for that, and I beg you not to take her to task. She
did tell me to follow along with the servants. But in my modesty
I shrank from doing so, thinking it possible that you might be
annoyed at the sight. We men are jealous folk.'
* My friend,y replied Alcinous, * I am not one to take umbrage
at a trifle: we must always be fair. Now you are a man like-
minded with myself, and that being so, I could wish for nothing
better than for you to have my daughter and take your place
here as my son-in-law, in a house I should provide and furnish
for you. That is, if you were willing to stay. But if you wish to
go, not one of us Phaeacians shall detain you. God forbid such a
thing! And to set your mind at rest, I now appoint a day for your
conveyance home: tomorrow, let us say. You shall lie there
lapped in sleep, while they row you over tranquil seas, till you
come to your own country and your house or anywhere else
where you would like to go. Nor does it matter if the spot is
even more remote than Euboea, which is said to be at the world's
end by those of our sailors who saw it, that time they took red-
haired Rhadamanthus to visit Tityos, the son of Earth. They not
only got there, I must tell you, but finished the return trip also in
one and the same day without fatigue. But you shall learn from
your own experience the surpassing excellence of my ships and
how good my young men are at churning up the sea water with
their oars/

